Press statement: Aboriginal Lands Trust to take over Point Pearce by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/1074
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Press statement: Aboriginal Lands Trust to take over Point Pearce
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/1074
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
PRESS STATEMENT FROM ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, MR. L.J. KING. 
ABORIGINAL'LANDS TRUST TO TAKE OVER POINT PEARCE - MAY 1, 1971. 
State Government has approved the trenafer of Point Pearce 
Reserve to the Aboriginal Lands Trust, and all-aboriginal body. 
The Aboriginal Affairs Minister, Mr. King, said today the transfer, 
subject to Commonwealth Agreement on provision of the funds required 
would represent a notable advance in the Aboriginal lands rights 
question. 
Mr. King said: 
"South Australia was the first State to tackle the question of 
Aboriginal land rights when the present Premier, Mr. Dunstan, 
as Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, set up the Aboriginal Lands Trust 
in 1966. 
The Trust is comprised entirely of aborigines and is authorised to 
own and develop land for the benefit of the aboriginal people. 
It is the Government's policy to transfer to the Trust the free-
hold title of land in South Australia which is dedicated as 
Aboriginal reserve land. 
These transfers will take place from time to time as the Trust 
develops the capacity to manage it and as the Aboriginal Reserve 
Council, representing the people living on the reserves, agree to 
the transfers. 
Studies have been undertaken to assist the Trust to determine 
how the reserves can be operated as economically viable units 
for the benefit of the Aborigines. 
Some unoccupied land has already been transferred to the Trust. 
The State Government has now approved the transfer of the Point 
Pearce Reserve subject to the agreement of the Commonwealth as to 
provision of the necessary funds. 
It is hoped that this first transfer of a major inhabited reserve 
can be effected in the near future and that the Trust will be in 
a position to embark upon the provision of economic enterprises. 
Point Pearce, about 120 miles west of Adelaide on Yorke Peninsula, 
is the home of about 350 of South Australia's 8,000 aborigines. 
It has an area of more than 13,500 acres. 
Members of the Trust are: Mr. Timothy Hughes, Chairman, 
Mr. Garnet Wilson, Mrs. Ruby Hammond, 
and Mr. Thomas Newchurch. 
Mr. Newchurch,appointed by Executive Council last Thursday, is the 
Point Pearce representative of the Trust." 
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